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E.O. 12958: N/A 

TAGS: KPAO, OPRC, KMDR, PREL 

SUBJECT: MEDIA REACTION VENEZUELA, MIDDLE EAST CRISIS- 
POWELL TRIP, CUBA VOTE, ARGENTINE CRISIS-IMF 04/12/02 

TODAY'S KEY INTERNATIONAL STORY IS THE OUSTING OF 
VENEZUELAN PRESIDENT HUGO CHAVEZ BY A CIVILIAN- 
UNCLASSIFIED 



PAGE 02 BUENOS 01258 01 OF 02 121926Z 

MILITARY COUP FOLLOWING A PROTEST OF HALF A MILLION 
DEMONSTRATORS WHICH ENDED IN A BLOODY CRACKDOWN. THE 
MIDDLE EAST CRISIS, WITH SECRETARY POWELL'S TRIP TO 
JERUSALEM ON A CRUCIAL MISSION AIMED AT ENDING MORE 
THAN 18 MONTHS OF BLOODSHED, IS ALSO WIDELY PLAYED. IN 
THE DOMESTIC FIELD, THE FUTURE VOTE ON CUBA AT THE 
UNHRC — WITH CUBA REJECTING A U.S. -BACKED PROPOSAL 
FROM LATIN AMERICAN NATIONS TO SEND A HUMAN RIGHT'S 
MONITOR TO THE ISLAND AND ARGENTINA'S VOTE ON A 
SOFTENED PROPOSAL ON CUBA IN THE UP -COMING UNHRC, 
(WHERE ARGENTINA BACKS A URUGUAYAN- SPONSORED MOTION 
'INVITING' CUBA TO ATTAIN IN THE HUMAN, CIVIL AND 
POLITICAL RIGHTS FIELDS ACHIEVEMENTS SIMILAR TO THOSE 
ATTAINED IN THE SOCIAL RIGHTS FIELD) , KEEPS GARNERING 
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MEDIA ATTENTION. IMF NEGOTIATIONS AND THE PROVINCES' 
SUPPORT TO BUDGET CUTS ALSO GET SUSTAINED COVERAGE. 

1. SAMPLE HEADLINES 

- LIBERAL, ENGLISH-LANGUAGE "BUENOS AIRES HERALD" 
(04/12) "CHAVEZ 'OUSTED'." " TOP BRASS TELLS CHAVEZ TO 
QUIT." "MIDDLE EAST: POWELL'S TURN." "WAR CRIMES: 
COURT RATIFIED." "HAVANA REJECTS RIGHTS MONITORS." 
"ARGENTINE CONGRESS TELLS GOVERNMENT 'DON'T VOTE 
AGAINST CUBA." "COLOMBIA: REBELS ABDUCT 12 
LEGISLATORS." "ARGENTINE PROVINCES SUPPORT TALKS WITH 
IMF." 

- DAILY-OF-RECORD "LA NACION" (04/12) "CHAOS IN 
VENEZUELA: AT LEAST 15 DEAD AND 100 WOUNDED ON THE 
STREETS OF CARACAS." "CHAVEZ, A 'REVOLUTIONARY* 
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CORNERED BY HIS OWN WEAPONS." "SHARON CHALLENGES 
POWELL AND SAYS HE'LL NOT STOP HIS OFFENSIVE." 
"PROVINCIAL GOVERNORS ACCEPT BUDGET CUTS." "IMF WANTS 
MORE CHANGES IN BANKRUPTCY LAW. " "MRS . DUHALDE IN 
WASHINGTON REQUESTS SOLIDARITY FOR ARGENTINA." "RIO 
PACT: GOOD OFFICES WITH IMF IN SUPPORT OF ARGENTINA." 

- LEADING "CLARIN" (04/12) "FRIARS FEAR IMMINENT 
ATTACK ON BETHLEHEM CHAPEL." TUNISIA: CONFUSING 
EXPLOSION AT SYNAGOGUE: ISRAEL SAYS IT'S A TERRORIST 
ATTACK." "DUHALDE 'S U.S. CONSULTANTS TRIGGER PROBLEMS 
IN WASHINGTON: AT ODDS WITH ARGENTINE EMBASSY." 

2. OPINION PIECES 

- "WASHINGTON FEARS FOR THE REGION" 

JORGE ROSALES, DAILY-OF-RECORD "LA NACION" WASHINGTON- 
BASED CORRESPONDENT, WRITES (04/12) "THE SOCIAL AND 
POLITICAL OUTBURST THAT WORSENED VENEZUELA'S CRISIS 
PLACES THE FUTURE OF THE REGION IN A COMPLICATED 
POSITION OF INSTABILITY AND PESSIMISM, ACCORDING TO 
SEVERAL U.S. SPECIALISTS ON LATIN AMERICAN ISSUES WHO 
VIEW THE SITUATION WITH DEEP CONCERN. 

"STATE DEPARTMENT SPOKESPERSON ELIZA KOCH SAID LAST 
NIGHT THAT THE REPUBLICAN ADMINISTRATION URGES 'ALL 
SECTORS TO MODERATE THEIR RHETORIC, BEGIN A GENUINE 
DIALOGUE, RESPECT POLITICAL RIGHTS AND AVOID 
VIOLENCE,' AND ADDED 'WE URGE THE OPPOSITION TO BEHAVE 
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IN A RESPONSIBLE MANNER AND REJECT ANY 
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UNCONSTITUTIONAL OR NON-DEMOCRATIC ATTEMPT FROM ANY 
SECTOR. ' 

"GEORGETOWN PROFESSOR ARTURO VALENZUELA SAID THAT 
VENEZUELA'S CRISIS IS WORSE THAN THE SITUATION ECUADOR 
AND ARGENTINA WENT THROUGH 

"PETER HAKIM, OF INTER-AMERICAN DIALOGUE, EXPRESSED 
'LATIN AMERICA'S FUTURE IS NOT VERY OPTIMISTIC BECAUSE 
VENEZUELA'S EXPLOSION ADDS TO ARGENTINA'S DEEP CRISIS 
AND COLOMBIA'S SERIOUS PROBLEMS.' HAKIM ALSO POINTED 
OUT THAT LATIN AMERICA'S FUTURE IS ' TERRIBLE ' BECAUSE 
THE U.S. IS 'PONDERING ITS FUTURE STEPS IN COLOMBIA; 
HAS TAKEN DISTANCE FROM ARGENTINA AND HAS NO PLAN FOR 
VENEZUELA. ' BUT HE CONCLUDED THAT THE BUSH 
ADMINISTRATION WILL END UP PROTECTING VENEZUELA'S 
DEMOCRACY, ALTHOUGH THIS MAY MEAN TURNING ITS BACK ON 
CHAVEZ. 1 THE U.S. MUST TRY TO SUPPORT THE REGION SO 
THERE'S STABILIZATION. LATIN AMERICA'S FUTURE IS UNDER 
GREAT THREAT BECAUSE VENEZUELA, COLOMBIA AND ARGENTINA 
ARE DETERIORATING,' SAID THE EXPERT." 



- "ANATOMY OF A SUICIDE" 



CLAUD 10 URIARTE, LEFTIST "PAGINA 12" INTERNATIONAL 
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ANALYST, OPINES (04/12) "WHAT TOOK PLACE IN VENEZUELA 
YESTERDAY IS THE END OF A STRANGE POLITICAL CYCLE 
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WHERE TOO LITTLE WAS WHAT IT SEEMED TO BE. IN THE 
OPINION OF CHAVEZ' DETRACTORS, THE FORMER PARATROOPER 
COLONEL WAS GUILTY OF SUBJECTING HIS COUNTRY TO A 
COMMUNIST TYRANNY, OF SUPPRESSING LIBERTIES, FIGHTING 
FREE ENTERPRISE, POLITICIZING THE ARMY, CENSORING THE 
PRESS, HUMILIATING THE CHURCH AND OPPRESSING WORKERS. 
IN FACT, THE ONLY THING HE DID WAS FIGHT ALL THESE 
SECTORS, UNTIL HIS SOCIAL BASE WAS DESTROYED: THE 
MASSES THAT CAME DOWN ON CARACAS AND LEFT A TRIBUTE OF 
BETWEEN 10 AND 30 DEAD BODIES, CAN'T ALL COME FROM THE 
HIGH CLASSES, OR CHAVEZ WOULDN'T FIND HIMSELF AT THE 
END OF THE GAME AS HE DID LAST NIGHT. IN FACT, WHAT 
ENDED CHAVEZ WAS A COMBINATION OF A STRONG 
CONFRONTATIONAL STYLE WITH ABSOLUTE GOVERNMENT 
INERTIA. IN OTHER WORDS, HE NEVER DID ANYTHING 

"CHAVEZ LEFT THE STAGE IN THE SAME WAY HE APPEARED ON 
IT: AMIDST A BLOODBATH." 

- "HISTORIC CREATION OF INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT" 

ALBERTO ARMENDARIZ, DAILY-OF-RECORD "LA NACION" 
POLITICAL COLUMNIST, WRITES FROM NEW YORK, (04/12) 
"YESTERDAY, AT UN HEADQUARTERS IN NEW YORK, 
INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE TOOK A GIGANTIC STEP FORWARD . . . 
WITH THE RATIFICATION BY TEN MORE STATES OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT, THE FIRST PERMANENT 
GLOBAL COURT TO TRY THE WORLD'S MOST HEINOUS CRIMES 
AGAINST HUMANITY, GENOCIDE AND WAR CRIMES. 

" 'WE HAVE CAST A DECISIVE BLOW ON IMPUNITY, ' SAID UN 
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SECRETARY GENERAL KOFI ANNAN. 

THE DIFFERENCE WITH THE HAGUE'S INTERNATIONAL 
JUSTICE COURT IS THAT THE LATTER SOLVES DISPUTES 
BETWEEN STATES, NOT BETWEEN INDIVIDUALS. 

" . . . . THERE ARE STILL IMPORTANT STATES WHICH HAVE NOT 
RATIFIED OR EVEN SIGNED THE TREATY: SUCH AS THE U.S., 
RUSSIA AND CHINA... U.S. OPPOSITION HAS BEEN 
REMARKABLE. PRESIDENT BILL CLINTON SIGNED THE TREATY 
THE LAST DAY OF HIS ADMINISTRATION (DECEMBER 31, 
2000,) BUT THE PRESENT ADMINISTRATION REFUSES TO 
RATIFY IT OUT OF FEAR THAT U.S. CITIZENS MAY BE TRIED 
IN OTHER COUNTRIES WITHOUT AUTHORIZATION OF THE U.S. 
GOVERNMENT. 

"LAST WEEK, BUSH'S GOVERNMENT EVEN DEBATED A 'POSSIBLE 
DELETION' OF THE SIGNATURE, AN UNPRECEDENTED MEASURE 
IN INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE. 

"THE U.S. IS THE COUNTRY WITH THE LARGEST NUMBER OF 
SOLDIERS OUTSIDE ITS OWN TERRITORY AND FEARS THAT 
THEIR PARTICIPATION IN ARMED CONFLICTS WILL BE UNDER 
THE SCRUTINY OF INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE " 

3. EDITORIALS 

- "GUILT BY ASSOCIATION" 

AN EDITORIAL IN LIBERAL, ENGLISH- LANGUAGE "BUENOS 

AIRES HERALD" READS (04/12) " AS THEY GROPE 
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TOWARDS AN AGREEMENT, THE GOA AND SINGH'S IMF TEAM 
RESPECTIVELY GAUGE SUCCESS BY HOW MUCH MONEY THEY CAN 
WREST FROM THE IMF AND HOW MANY CONCESSIONS THEY CAN 
WREST FROM ARGENTINA BUT, WHATEVER THE AGREEMENT 
FINALLY REACHED, IT IS CREATING A LINKAGE WHICH TURNS 
BOTH SIDES INTO LOSERS. NO MATTER HOW WORTHWHILE THE 
REFORMS EMERGING FROM THESE TALKS, THEY ARE GOING TO 
BE PERCEIVED BY MUCH OF PUBLIC OPINION AS AN 
UNACCEPTABLE SACRIFICE OF NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY INSTEAD 
OF SOMETHING WHICH ARGENTINA SHOULD BE DOING ANYWAY, 
WITH OR WITHOUT THE IMF. IN SEEKING POLICY CORRECTIONS 
AS A CONDITION FOR AID . . . , THE IMF RISKS CONVERTING 
OTHER PEOPLE'S MISTAKES INTO ITS OWN.... 

"ANY NEGOTIATIONS BASED ON GRUDGING CONCESSIONS AND 
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EMPTY PROMISES CANNOT BE MORE THAN A STOPGAP — EVEN 
IF THE IMF'S RECORD WERE FAR MORE GLORIOUS THAN IT IS, 
IT BECOMES IMPOSSIBLE TO HELP ANY COUNTRY WHICH DOES 

NOT WANT TO HELP ITSELF " 

WALSH 
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